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CHAIRMAN'S EPISTLE

It gives me immense pleasure to know that M. M. Modi
College is publishing Ruminations — a collection of significant
book reviews by the students and learned teachers of the college
under the proficient guidance of Principal Dr. Khushvinder
Kumar. Such intellectual activities are an integral part of any
institution’s academic and professional growth which keeps it
abreast with the times.

The twenty-first century has witnessed a tremendous
advancement in the field of communication and technology.
Unfortunately, it has contributed actively to diminish the interest
in books. Students, the most vulnerable section of the society
have not been able to escape its influences. In order to motivate
the students and channelize their energy in the right direction, the
college has taken this commendable initiative. It will not only
give them a chance for introspection but also prove their mettle
in creative writing. "There is no frigate like a book to take us
lands away" wrote Emily Dickinson. A book is an outcome of
years of research which not only augments our imagination but
formulates and crystallizes our thoughts as well. The
invigorating book reviews published here will propel the
students to delve deep into the realms of creativity and
knowledge.

I express my admiration for Principal Dr. Khushvinder
Kumar and the Editorial team of Ruminations for their zealous
efforts in releasing this bouquet of critically analysed thoughts
and views. I also applaud our students and faculty members’
earnest endeavour of embellishing the present volume with their
stimulating reviews.

Seth Sudarshan Kumar Modi
Chairman,
Modi Education Society




PRINCIPAL'S COMMUNIQUE

I am extremely proud at the publication of this precious book of
scholarly reviews that are penned by the faculty members and
students. Ruminations is the point of convergence of the academic
brilliance, reading prowess and verbal skillfulness of the writers of our
college.

Reviewing a book is an art that leads to personal investigation and
promotes self-thinking and analysis. It benefits both the readers as well
as writers by providing them with more exposure thereby cultivating
well informed the intellectual. The present endeavour is a great
exercise in reading critically and evaluating an author's arguments and
evidence. It is also a praiseworthy platform to comment on a work and
enter into a dialogue with the author and other readers. Most
importantly, it is a test of one's ability to tactfully voice one's
agreement and disagreement.

Reading leads the path towards exploration, awareness and
knowledge. Students can explore for themselves the wealth of human
experiences. However, the fast-paced life of today's generation has led
to a lack of interest, curiosity, patience and discipline. All these have
become hindrances towards the formation of good reading habits.

Ruminations provides a platform to book lovers and scholars
which informs them about significant publications. It aims to reach a
wide readership of both first time and dedicated readers who would
enjoy intellectual writing and seek to reflect all shades of opinions and
ideas. After going through this book, the readers can make an informed
decision about what to read next. The collection of book appraisals
encloses within it several discerningly penned book reviews focusing
on different genres of art, life, and culture. It will cater to the interest of
scholars invested in the study of Politics, Psychology, Economics,
Sociology, Defense Strategies, Literature, Sciences etc.

May this collection of book reviews trigger a spark of curiosity
that would ignite a flame of reading amongst youngsters. I wish this
initiative on World Book-Reading Day aids our students in engaging in
and exploring the boundless world of books.

Dr Khushvinder Kumar
(Principal, Multani Mal Modi College, Patiala)

PREFACE

It is with enormous ebullience and anticipation that I invite you to
read Ruminations- a curated compendium of book appraisals from both
students and members of faculty of Multani Mal Modi College, Patiala. It
comprises an assortment of articulations and opinions providing critical,
in-depth reviews of books published in India and abroad across varied
genres.

Books have become inexorable aspect of humanity. They are
EVERYWHERE. Libraries and bookstores (physical and virtual) are
bespattered all over society so much so that they span the entire globe.
Books are a treasure trove as they are chock-a-block with multifarious
pearls of wisdom and provide sagacious inputs about even the minutest
facets of life. Without books, in fact, any kind of knowledge about the
origin of our civilization and the formulation of our culture would have
been implausible. Had our ancestral intellectuals not penned their
observations, every human being would have deemed oneself to be an
unsolvable puzzle.

As a life-long teacher of language and literature, I implore everyone
around me — young and adult, student and tutor, learner and learned —to
timely read a book. Reading a book is, in fact, the simplest way to
stimulate one’s brain and cognitive functions. It expands our vocabulary,
strengthens our writing skills, and gives wings to our imagination.
Reading is therapeutic, cathartic and induces empathy within us. Yetitis a
chore to some, for they find it difficult to identify their area of interest.
This is where a book review can prove to be of utmost help to a picky and
prickly reader.

A book review is an analytical estimation of a text. Each review
exceeds the parameters of bland summarization; it makes a valid
argument and opens up new vistas of dialogue and discussion with both
the author and the audience. It is a succinct outlining of the reviewer’s
identification of a creative work’s proficiency or deficiency. Book
reviews are essentially a barometer for our society’s ever-changing
literary tastes as the reviewer’s prime function is to gage whether the text
is successful in capturing the pulse of its audience.

Ruminations offers something for every book lover and caters to a
wide variety of tastes. The book appraisals include reviews and literary
criticisms of different categories of books- fiction and non-fiction
covering a broad range of sub-genres and subjects like Philosophy and
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Politics (In Defense of Lost Causes), History (I Accuse...The Anti Sikh
Violence of 1984), Young Adult (4 Girl like Me, Ten Things I Hate about
Me), (Life is What You Make of it, You are the Best Wife), Political
Economy (China in Sri Lanka) Historical Classic (The Art of War),
Historical fiction (4 Thousand Splendid Suns), (The Kite Runner),
Anthropology (Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind), Economics
(Global Players and the Indian Car Industry), Contemporary Fiction
(Skeena), Fantasy and Philosophy (The Alchemist), Memoir (Diary of a
Young Girl), Self-Help (Happiness Express: A Journey to Everyday
Wellbeing), Classic Literature (Wuthering Heights), (Lord of the Flies),
Psychology (Pearson s Psychology) and Public Administration (Patiala
Central Jail: Organisation, Working and Correctional Measures).

Apart from being a discovery-tool in the hands of the readers for new
publications, Ruminations provides an impetus to students to inculcate a
healthy reading habit in their daily routines and it also shines a light on
those who read and wish to review noteworthy publications. This book
aims to help the bibliophiles to express their viewpoints creatively and to
hone their writing skills while penning in-depth critiques.

I would like to thank our Principal, Dr. Khushvinder Kumar, for
undertaking this initiative and for being a ceaseless proponent of books
and the activity of reading. [ am beholden to my team of writers who have
diligently read and researched the books so as to delineate their
significance and motivate other Modiites to invest their time in reading
them.

I am pleased to share that there was an overwhelming response of
teachers as well as students and the editorial team had to sift through the
multitudes of book appraisals received to select the superlative few for
publication. I anticipate that this book will add value to the lives of its
readers by opening their eyes to a variety of classic and contemporary
publications and give them a taste of some of the books that they normally
wouldn’t come across. I hope the aforementioned selection of textual
appraisals reinforces the idea that avid reading and enjoyment of books
lead to broadening of one’s vision, the attainment of mental peace, and
ultimately the emergence of a well-rounded personality.

Dr. Baljinder Kaur
( Dean, Faculty of Arts, M. M. Modi College, Patiala)
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"Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed;
and some few to be chewed and digested"
-Francis Bacon
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"Think before you speak. Read before you think"
-Fran Lebowitz
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Book: In Defense of Lost Causes
Author: Slavoj ZiZek

Publisher: Verso Books

Number of Pages: 202

Year of Publication: 2008

Reviewed by:

Dr. Kuldeep Kaur
Assistant Professor
(Journalism and Mass
Communication)

Slavoj Zizek describes himself as a 'dialectical materialist'
albeit with a metaphysical apparatus that is based in Lacanian
psychoanalysis supersedes historical materialism. The ideas
of Zizek are fundamentally focussed at challenging
orthodoxies of both the political right and the socio-liberal
universities. With publication of his first book The Sublime
Object of Ideology (1989) Zizek tried to develop a
materialistic conception of ideology that drew heavily on
Lacanian psychoanalysis and Hegelian idealism. This book
should be seen in the continuity of his earlier political
thoughts.

In the book In Defense of Lost Causes Zizek tries to
diagnose the problem with the left ideology. According to
him, in the context of a defeatist analysis of the victory of
capitalism, the abstract assertions of utopian hopes for radical
change is in itself self defeating. The book seeks to represent
the ‘part of no part’ in the world system which refers to the
groups which are radically excluded from the parliamentary
liberalism and widely affected by the structural violence of
global capitalism. The argument of Zizek is clear and precise
as he tries to establish that the international political situation
should be recognized as a moral and political consequences
and consensuses on the impossibility of alternatives to
capitalism. He also coins a new term ‘De -more — cracy’ (the




extension and deepening of the revolution of modernity). This
book is an effort to redeem Zizek's promise to develop a
political program consonant with these ambitions.

In the book In the Defense of Lost Causes, Zizek's basic
claims about the current conjuncture is that capitalism is now
the big other for global system. This position connects with
Zizek's fundamental argument that there is a connection
between commodity fetishism and fetishistic perversion,
grounded in the structural equivalence of surplus value and
surplus enjoyment.

The book highlights the continuous neglect of political
economy by Zizek and embraces the discourse of
'"Revolutionary Terror'. According to him, the true aim of /In
the Defense of Lost Causes is not to defend Stalinist terror and
soon, as such but to render problematic the all so easy liberal
democratic alternatives. For Zizek the problem with the
problem with the left ideology today is exactly that of abstract
assertions of utopian hopes for radical change which he
underlines as ‘Crisis of determinate negation’

In his seminal work The Revolution Betrayed, Leon
Trotsky calls for a reactivation of workers’ democracy against
the Stalin regime after a Marxist analysis of the material
interests of the bureaucratic class charged with implementing
revolutionary terror. The book In Defense of Lost Causes
Zizek’s invocation of Lenin and Mao does not imply a
necessary theoretical development from Marxist premises, in
light of empirical sociology and historical experiences.
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Book: I Accuse...The Anti-Sikh Reviewed by:
Violence of 1984 Harleen Kaur
Author: Jarnail Singh Designation:

Publisher: Penguin Books
Year: 2009
No. of Pages: 165

Assistant Professor (English)

This book is a powerful and passionate indictment
of the state’s response to the killings of 1984. It is a searing
account of the brutal massacre of Sikhs in Delhi and other
parts of north India following the assassination of the then
Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi by two of her Sikh
bodyguards. The three days of 1984, when over 3000 Sikhs
were slaughtered, have indelibly marked the lives of
thousands more who continue to exist in a twilight of
bitterness and despair. 1984 was not an attack on the Sikh
community alone; it was an attack on the idea that lies at the
very core of democracy- that ever citizen, irrespective of faith
and community, has a right to life, security and peace. In this
book, the author explores the chain of events, the survivors’
stories, and the continuing shadow it casts over their lives. It
was such an outrage that led the author to throw his shoe at
Home Minister P. Chidambaram during a press conference in
New Delhi.

The aforementioned book is divided into six chapters. The
first chapter “31 October 1984” narrates the happenings of the
unfortunate day in the life of the author and his family. It lays
bare the signs of collusion between the politicians and the
mob. The attitude of hospitals towards Sikh patients, the
marking of Sikh houses with the help of voters’ list and the use
of “disinformation’ to incite public opinion against Sikhs.
Towards the end, the political as well as religious factors
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leading on to the violence have been discussed. The next
chapter “Not Riots But Murder” underscores the inefficiency
of law and the involvement of politicians in inciting violence.
It is a scathing attack on the several commissions which could
not punish the guilty in spite of sufficient evidence. The
following chapter “The Attacks” elaborates the sequence of
violent events at various places like RakabGanj Gurudwara,
Nangloi Gurudwara and Trilokpuri.

“What the State was Doing” begins with the helpless and
inactive situation that the then President Giani Zail Singh and
Home Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao found themselves in.
Barring a few exceptions, the Delhi police helped the mob in
the killings by not taking any action. The police ignored the
cries for help. They pursued the victims and not the
perpetrators. In spite of eye-witness accounts, none of the
police officers has been suitably punished. Army was
deliberately deployed much later to delay their actions. The
next chapter “The Men Behind The violence™ details the role
of politicians like HKL Bhagat, Sajjan Kumar and Jagdish
Tytler in provoking the mob to not spare even a single Sikh.
They were witnessed giving directions to the mob to kill and
burn the Sikhs. None of the Commissions could prove their
crime. In fact, they were promoted to higher posts later. This
makes the law and order as guilty as these politicians. “The
Aftermath” discusses the untiring efforts put in and the
difficulties faced by the survivors to live as normally as
possible. The loss of loved ones and the trauma of witnessing
the horrific incidents make the survivors incapable of
regaining normalcy. Besides that, the unending wait for
justice and the continuous efforts for the same wear their
spirits down. “Why I Hurled the Shoe” analyses the reasons
behind the author’s action, the events leading to it and the
consequences. His was an unprecedented protest against

o 8 ]

unprecedented injustice. As a consequence, the election
tickets given to the accused were withdrawn and he was
honoured by the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee and his journalist-friends.

This book lays down the incidents in detail, questions the
commissions constituted to punish the guilty, and justifies the
author’s action as a representative of the community’s
collective protest. The delay in justice or no justice at all had
made the community lose faith in the administration. It roused
people’s conscience against the patronage extended by the
Congress Party to the lackeys who participated in the killings.
However, those responsible for the violence still need to be
brought to justice.

#okokodek




Book: Reviewed by:
Ten Things I Hate About Me Vaneet Kaur
Writer: Ronda Abdel Fattah Designation:
Publisher:Pan Macmillan Australia Assistant Professor
Price: $16.95 (English)
Total Pages: 306

Randa Abdel Fattah, born in 1979, is a Muslim writer of
Palestinian and Egyptian parentage. Her novel Ten Things I
hate About Me (2006) is set at the backdrop of anti-Arab riots
which happened in Sydney in December, 2005. The novel
deals with many vital multicultural issues, e.g., identity
problems, inter-generational conflicts, fighting for social
justice. The novel highlights that in spite of multiculturalism
being a state policy, racism and ethnic conflicts are still
prevalent in the country. The repercussions of 9/11 are shown
in the novel where Muslims and Immigrants from the Arab
and other countries are considered as terrorists who pose a
threat to the social and political life of the country.

Jamilah, the main character of the novel is a Lebanese
Muslim girl who tries hard to keep her Australian identity
separate from her Lebanese Muslim identity. At school she is
Jamie with her bleached hair and coloured contacts. She does
everything she can do to hide her background. She struggles
with internal conflicts about being the person she is or to keep
it a secret from her friends. She is afraid that if she reveals the
truth, everybody in school will consider her a terrorist. The
novel takes us through the stress and anxieties that Jamilah
faces in keeping her culture and religion hidden, and her
eventual path towards finding a sense of comfort in expressing
her true identity. Randa Abdel Fattah foregrounds the idea that
there should be no impediments for those who wish to identify
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with cultures other than their own and those who are more
insular should be free to preserve their own cultural heritage
and traditions. Through the character of Jamilah’s father the
writer puts forth the view that Australia’s immigration policy
in the beginning was one sided as it welcomed immigrants
from English and European countries whereas immigrants
from non-English and Asian countries were either rejected or
had to face hardships.
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Book: A Girl like Me Reviewed by:
Author: Swati Kaushal Poonam Dhiman
Publisher: Penguin Books, India, Designation:
2010 Assistant Professor (English)

Length: 338 pages

Swati Kaushal’s A4 Girl like Me is a first person narration of
the story of Annie, a sixteen-year-old adolescent who
journeys from ‘routes to roots’ and tries to adapt herself to the
new environment and the people around her. The protagonist
is so much obsessed with her past that it does not let her move
into the present. She lost her father three years ago. The
mother and the daughter seem to have diametrically opposite
ways of dealing with the grief of losing the male authority in
the family. For Isha Rai (the mother) work is worship. She is
happy to get a job in India. She tries her level best to keep
moving forward in her life and somewhat succeeds in doing
so. But for Annie past is something that can never be forgotten.
She clings to the memories of her late father. Unlike her
daughter Isha Rai does not cherish the memories and time
spent in Minnesota (USA) as she ruminates, “And it’s not
like there is anything really keeping us here, is there?”
Moving back to India is a home-coming for Isha. But Annie
feels like an outsider in her mother’s homeland.

Annie’s journey into the deep secrets of her father and his
family help her gain new insights. She starts looking at things
with a new perspective. She studies History and Political
Science at school as “History and politics and cultural
stuff... catch up on my roots.” A feeling of alienation
engulfs her again when she finds out about her childhood
friend, Ked’s love affair with a girl. She feels betrayed and
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misses her father even more at this juncture. She finds the
world worthless as she says “Friend what a dangerous
worm of a word, what a slithery delusion. About as real as
that other fake world home. Like these things really exist.”
The feeling of loneliness is further heightened by her mother’s
indifference to her predicament. She feels broken from within,
insecure and completely shattered. The emotional crisis is
resolved to some extent when her grandmother rings her up.
The call brings the much needed respite. She realizes that she
can piece together her shattered life only by going back to
ancestral roots. So she decides to visit her grandmother’s
house in Bhopal. Her journey gets complete only when she
revisits her past, connects to her roots and finds her true self.
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Book: China in Sri Lanka Reviewed by:
Author: Chulanee Attanayake Dr. Puja Bansal
(2013) Designation:
Publication: Lambert Academic Assistant Professor (Defence
Publishing, Germany. and Strategic Studies)

Chulanee Attanayake (2013) examines the growing
relationship between Sri Lanka and China and its implication
for both countries.

It analyzes the trends in economic, military and diplomatic
relations between the two countries and assessess the
systematic expansion of China’s role in post-war Sri Lanka. It
also closely examines the reasons behind this expansion as
well as the advantages and the disadvantages, which this
developing relationship could pose for each country. She
explains the relationship between Sri Lanka and China based
on the recent past events that took place in the history, mainly
due to trade considerations of these two countries.

The first chapter explains the relations between Sri Lanka
and China during the recent past. Relations between the two
countries were historically based mostly on trade and religion.

The second chapter is about China’s priorities. If we want
to understand a country’s core interest, it is important to
understand its behavior in the international arena. This
chapter is an insight as to why China will develop a strong
relationship with Sri Lanka or any other countries.

The third chapter examines the economic and
infrastructure development relations between projects funded
by China. It details the nature of funding received and the
benefits, these projects will bring to both Sri Lanka and China.

The fourth chapter analyzes trade and economic relations
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between Sri Lanka and China during the recent past. It also
looks into the nature of relationship of Sri Lanka has with
China.

The fifth chapter concludes with an analysis of the nature
of relations and implications to both Sri Lanka and China.

The relationship between Sri Lanka and China has taken a
new direction with the end of the protracted conflict in May
2009. The increased Chinese presence in every sphere,
infrastructure development, trade, tourism and
communication is visible. To study China’s priorities in Sri
Lanka is to understand its core interests, its behavior in the
international arena, also discuses its economic, diplomatic,
military relations and infrastructure development relations, it
also outlines the nature of funding received and the benefits
such projects will bring to both countries, thus analysing the
trade and commerce relations between both countries in the
recent past. It also looks at the nature of relationship of Sri
Lanka has with China.
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Book: The Art of War Reviewed by:
Author: Sun Tzu Rabbani Singh
Translator: Lionel Giles Designation:

Publication: Om Book International Assistant Professor
Pages: 70 (English)

The Art of War is believed to have been written by the
Chinese military strategist, philosopher and writer Sun Tzu.
He lived during the Zhou dynasty in ancient China. The book
is anthologised under Seven Military Classics of Ancient
China. For Sun Tzu, war was like an art, a science. If mastered
through discipline, it would guarantee the predicted outcome
tobe true.

The text is divided into thirteen chapters. Each chapter
talks of a different aspect of war. The original purpose of this
book was to provide guidelines pertaining to military strategy.
It is a finely crafted and meticulous guide that deals with
military tactics and manoeuvres. It remains relevant and
influential even today. It provides bulleted guidelines for
leaders who want to be victorious in war. It illustrates how one
can outsmart and defeat opponents without engaging in
physical battle. It emphasises less on combat and more on
strategy. Due to this reason, the wisdom that this book offers
can be applied to the conflicts and goals of daily life.

It has inspired experts in the fields of politics, law, sports
and business. This book acts as a training guide for
competitive endeavours. An example of this universal
approach can be seen in the twelfth point of chapter 8
(Variations in Tactics). Sun Tzu states five dangerous faults
which may affect the General. These include recklessness,
cowardice, hasty temper, delicacy of honour which is
sensitive to shame, and solicitude for his men (39). These five
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sins of a General can also be applied to leaders (or people) in
general. These sins eventually overturn one's success to
failure.

The Art of War is a short, yet a very informative book. It
can be read in a single day. Every chapter and line has a new
meaning. Despite being a book written as guidelines for
military strategy, its universal approach has made it a must-
read across various fields. Thus, maintaining its relevance
even in contemporary times.
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Book: Patiala Central Jail: Reviewed by:
Organisation, Working and Dr. Daljit Kaur
Correctional Measures Designation:

Edited by: Dr Deepika Sharda Assistant Professor
Pages: 199 (Public Administration)

Book: PSYCHOLOGY-South
Asian Edition

Author’s Name: Saundra K.
Ciccarelli & Glenn E. Meyer
Publisher: Pearson India
Education Services Pvt. Ltd.

Reviewed by:
Gurpreet Kaur
Designation:
Assistant Professor
(Psychology)

Reformation of Prisoners is a field of immense interest and
importance in the contemporary times. The prisons are not
merely a confinement of prisoners now. Government is
endeavouring to convert these into SUDHAR GHARSs
(reformation centres). In this process, new challenges are
evolving in shape of change of tactics by criminals, shortage
of staff, stressed-out jail officials, lack of proper training to
them and political interference etc. Organisational set up and
functioning of the jails in Punjab have been covered in this
book with special reference to Patiala Central Jail. Difficulties
faced by the Jail officials in performing their duties have been
examined in detail. The nature of life behind the bars and
perceptions of the prisoners about jail administration have
been discussed. Moreover, various government schemes for
reformation and welfare of prisoners in Punjab have been
described and measures for improving the working of Central
Jail Patiala have also been suggested.

Fokkkk

The author starts with the basic knowledge about
Psychology and explains the simple definition of Psychology.
The book focusses on all the relating concepts with
Psychology. It explains the origin and history of Psychology.
It provides an introduction to the broad field of Psychology
and the many approaches that psychologists take to
understand human behaviour. The first chapter provides an
overview of some of the most important approaches used by
the psychologists, and also considers the variety of fields in
which psychologists work and careers that are available to
people with Psychology degrees. It also highlights the link
between Psychology and Science and which are the methods
that are used in Psychology for scientific research. The book
also explains the different parts of nervous system and their
psychological functions. The book provides knowledge about
memory and learning processes. It focusses widening the
spectrum of Psychological concerns.

This book makes a concerted effort to have the judicious
selection of themes, theories, and concepts. This book has
achieved a very important goal by bringing in the context of
discoveries and their applications in balanced ways. It
exemplifies the use of psychological principles or instructions
in practice.

This edition of Psychology by Ciccarelli and Meyer is an
Indian adaptation of the original text. By avoiding undue
emphasis on the western cultural context and bringing in the
Indian cases and perspectives of course in a limited way, it

helps to create a friendly learning context for Indian students.
s s o e o
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Book= Sapiens: A Brief History of Reviewed by:

Humankind Dr. Bhanvi Wadhawan
Author- Yuval Noah Harari Assistant Professor
Publication-Penguin Random (Zoology)
House (2014)

No. of pages- 512 Pages

“People are usually afraid of change because they fear
the unknown. But the single greatest constant of history is
that everything changes.”

Human beings (members of the genus Homo) have existed
for about 2.4 million years. Homo sapiens, (Latin for “wise
person”), our own species, has only existed for 6% of that time
— about 150,000 years. Most humans assume that we were
always on top, dominating over the rest of the animals. In this
book, Harari reminds us that there was nothing special about
us. “The most important thing to know about prehistoric
humans is that they were insignificant animals with no
more impact on their environment than gorillas, fireflies
or jellyfish.” Just as today we see different species of fishes or
deer, there were different species of humans. While our own
ancestors originated in East Africa, Homo neanderthalensis,
better known as Neanderthals, inhabited Europe. Another
species, Homo erectus, thrived in Asia, and the island of Java
was populated by Homo soloensis. Harari sets out to explain
how we, Homo sapiens, came to dominate the Earth and what
may lie ahead for our species. Sapiens encourages the reader
to rethink our ideas of humanity and the uniqueness of being
human.

Sapiens is different than a traditional history book in the
way that it seeks to explain history through the lens of
important ideologies rather than events. It asks why things
happened and questions them thoroughly rather than merely
stating that they happened. It’s engaging, stimulating and
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entertaining. The book is not intimidating as other history
tomes are, and is meant to push you to further research each of
the wide topics covered in it, which of course is what good
books are meant to do.

In Sapiens, Harari spans the whole of human history, from
the very first humans to walk the earth to the radical and
devastating breakthroughs of the Cognitive, Agricultural and
Scientific Revolutions. Drawing on evidence from biology,
anthropology, paleontology and economics, he explains how
the waves of change have shaped our human societies. In the
text, Harari embeds many momentous events which shaped
the world; most notably the development of language, the rise
of religion, the evolution of money, and the spread of empires
and trade as well as the rise of capitalism. The introduction of
politics, economics, culture, agriculture, imperialism,
science, law, history and so on.

What’s unique about Harari’s take is that he tells our
history in such an approachable way that you’ll have a hard
time putting it down. He uses descriptive language, photos,
and diagrams to illustrate his points. He’s also a smart writer,
deftly weaving the threads of entertaining historical stories,
like the importance of sauerkraut in sea exploration and why
the earliest known written words from 5,000 years ago are a
bitunderwhelming, in the narrative.

“History isn’t a single narrative, but thousands of
alternative narratives. Whenever we choose to tell one, we
are also choosing to silence others.” Harari writes these lines
in Homo Deus: A Brief History of Tomorrow. The book picks
up where Sapiens left off, focusing towards humanity’s future,
and our quest to upgrade humans into gods. Echoing these
sentiments, I don’t agree with everything the author has to say
in Sapiens, and some extrapolations do seem farfetched,
provocative and might only represent the author’s personal
opinion. For example, when he says that humans were better
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of as hunter-gathers and that agriculture revolution ruined us.

Happiness is a persistent theme in Sapiens. Harari draws
on well-known research that shows that a person's happiness
from day to day has remarkably little to do with their material
circumstances. He also asks some elementary questions about
happiness. When in our long history as Homo sapiens were we
most fulfilled? As hunter-gatherers chasing down prey? As
farmers ploughing the soil? Maybe as God-fearing people in
the Middle Ages? More fundamentally, he asks: Who are we
as a species? And where are we going? I think many readers
will find the final section of the book especially thought
provoking. After going through human history, Harari turns
philosophical as he writes about how our species might live in
the future. He wonders how artificial intelligence, genetic
engineering, and other technologies will change our species.
After you finish this book I have no doubt that, like me, you’ll
want to go back to it again and again to gain newer insights and
try to get answers to pertinent questions facing humankind.
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Book: Global Players and the Reviewed by:
Indian Car industry: Trade, Dr. Maninder Deep Cheema
Technology and Structural Change Assistant Professor
Author: Jatinder Singh (Economics)

Publisher: Routledge, Taylor &
Francis Group, New York
Pages: 189

This book tries to contextualize the importance of foreign
direct investment (FDI) in the process of industrial
development of developing countries. Developing countries,
these days, are competing to attract more and more FDI by
offering a variety of benefits to the international investors.
The underlying argument is that the international firms
contribute to the development of the host counties by adding
to the manufacturing capabilities, bringing cutting edge
technology which otherwise is not possible for the host
country to get and also adding to the much needed foreign
exchange reserves by promoting exports from the host
country. Joining the bandwagon and hoping to get benefitted
in multiple ways, the successive governments in India since
the mid-1980s have been focusing to attract large volume of
FDI. Restrictions on the entry and operations of international
firms have been considerably eased overtime and
international firms have been allowed to enjoy the national
status.

To understand the role of FDI in the Indian context, this
book has selected the case of passenger car industry. This
industry is presented as an example of successful
industrialization under the liberalised trade and investment
regime. Until the initiation of liberalization of policy regime,
the car industry was considered as one of the technologically
stagnant industries with sluggish growth. Since the mid-
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1980s, the industry has been experiencing consistent high
growth and continuously supplying a variety of
technologically advanced models of cars which are largely
comparable to the international standards.

The whole book is divided into nine chapters including
introduction and conclusion chapters. Two broader issues are
addressed in the book. First relates to the development
trajectory of the industry and contributing factors behind
restructuring and consistent growth of the industry. Second
issue relates to the sources of technology development of
international firms, role of foreign firms and their contribution
to the export earnings of India.

The book is not a mere overview of favourable impact of
foreign investment in the process of industrial development in
India but a critical analysis of the various aspects of FDI in
order to provide a balance view. Besides providing a detailed
account of the changing nature and regulations of FDI policy
in India since independence, it also provides a glimpse of the
political economy of that time which influenced the attitude of
the state to regulate the entry of FDI in various forms. Second
chapter provides details about the regulatory regime
especially related to FDI policy for the period 1947 to 2016.
By dividing the whole period into four sub-periods, it
discusses the nature and extent of regulation of foreign entry
in different industries under different political leaderships.

Analysis on the restructuring of passenger car industry
highlighted that entry of Maruti Suzuki joint venture in the
early 1980s and favourable treatment to the joint venture from
the state was a major contributing factor for the rapid growth
of the industry. But since the early 1990s, ,the unregulated
entry of foreign investors and subsequent supply of a variety
of cars, which catered the pent up demand, on the one hand
and easy availability of credit for the purchase of consumer
durable including passenger cars on the other hand were the
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contributory factors for the restructuring and consistent high
growth of the industry.

On the development of technology, it was reported that
the spending of firms on technology has increased
significantly in the post liberalization era but a major chunk of
spending on technology was directed towards the imports of
technology. The international firms have been continuously
relying on imported technology as their spending on in-house
technology remained negligible and also it has declined
overtime. On the other hand, the spending of parent firms of
international subsidiaries operating in India not only
remained very high but also recorded increase overtime.

On the issue of contribution of international firms in
terms of exports, it was recorded that almost all the firms are
manufacturing car models to cater the domestic market.
Except Hyundai, all other foreign firms operating in the car
industry remained net importers and the gap between imports
and exports have been widening overtime. Questions about
the sustainability of Hyundai’s exports have also been raised
as the firm has shifted the manufacturing base of its exporting
models from India to other location which has led to a sharp
decline in the export intensity of the firm.

The book could be improved if it would have provided a
discussion on the other segments of the automobile industry
such as commercial vehicles, two-wheelers and three
wheelers which are also important constituents of the
automobile industry.
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Book: Skeena Reviewed by:
Author: Fauzia Rafique Dr. Shikha
Publisher: Libros Liberated, Assistant Professor
Surrey, 2010 (English)
Pages: 206

A Vancouver-based South Asian Canadian writer of
fiction and poetry, Fauzia Rafique captures the essence of
patriarchy in her novel Skeena. The narrative, in fact,
encompasses both the universality of patriarchal violence and
the specificity of violence against women in Pakistan. The
story spans thirty years of existence of a Muslim woman
named Skeena. Here the protagonist narrates her life history —
beginning from 1971 till 2001 — thereby lending an
autobiographical touch to this fictional text. Furthermore, the
novel is divided into four sections; each segment touches upon
the various forms of violence introduced into Skeena’s life.
The narrative focusses on Skeena’s interactions with her
family, friends and community, and her observations about
numerous aspects of social oppression such as patriarchy,
religious fanaticism, immigration, racism, class distinction,
war, etc.

The first chapter of the novel entitled “The Inner Yard”
commences with the image of a young Skeena finishing her
homework which involves memorizing the phrase ‘thank you’
within her vocabulary. The young protagonist is, in fact,
continually and rigorously instilled with etiquettes of
femininity by the older females of her family. Obedience and
submissiveness are necessitated as feminine attributes within
the socio-cultural ideology of Skeena’s community; however,
Skeena is forbidden to demonstrate such qualities in front of
lower caste and lower class people thereby throwing light on
the hypocrisy and oppressiveness associated with social
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binaries. Rafique has, in effect, skillfully woven the
complexities, contradictions, brutality and duplicity of
various social practices into her narrative. Since childhood
Skeena is forced to witness the brutal consequences of the
Islamic teaching propagated by the Maulvi (village priest):
“Good women are the obedient of men” (41). According to
him, physical violence is decreed by God as an apt punishment
for women who attempt to transgress social conventions. The
Maulvi’s ideology — which he declares as being authorized by
religion — encourages village men to view violence as an
essential factor which cements the male’s position of power
within his community. Skeena witnesses several instances of
violence inflicted upon women often leading to the loss of
their lives. For instance, a village youth named Gamu is not
held accountable for his act of brutally murdering a female
based on the fact that he is his mother’s only son. The
lascivious Maulvi’s marriage to young women of different
ethnicities is lauded by Skeena’s community for he forces
these Qafir women to accept Islam as their religion. Skeena’s
best friend Nooro, a victim of dowry-practice, is beaten
severely by her female in-laws for daring to suck on a piece of
lemon without their permission. All these instances instill a
sense of determination within Skeena to attempt to transcend
and overcome the violent social standards.

The second section of the novel aptly entitled “Wild
Elephant” shows Skeena entering her youth with an ambitious
frame of mind to challenge the ideological injustices of
society. However, her family raises numerous objections over
her future plans. Skeena desires to attain a law degree but her
mother and brother forbid her from getting enrolled in any
kind of co-educational institution. Her dream of participating
in Asian Games for her college’s female hockey team is
shattered for the Mullahs issue a Fatwa against them as they
think it is “obscene” for females to enter any form of sports
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(182). Skeena is prohibited by her mother from joining
anything related to politics and advised to concentrating upon
learning her marital duties. However, her association with a
young Muslim woman activist named Ruffo proves a catalyst
for Skeena’s breaking away from the shackles of societal
conventions. Ruffo drinks, smokes, and does not view
woman’s virginity as being requisite for matrimony. Her
blatant disregard for narrow-minded Islamic practices
influences Skeena to oppose the patriarchal laws laid down by
her mother. After Skeena is caught by the police for attending
secret political conferences in Ferozepur, her mother banishes
her to their village, placing her under the servants’
surveillance. But this exile is not able to suppress Skeena’s
fighting spirit. She threatens violence in order to save Jeeno —
wrongly accused of adultery by the Maulvi— from the wrath of
the villagers. Skeena is thus shown as the antithesis of the
woman her community wants her to be.

In her introduction, Skeena reveals that her name has
diverse meanings in different languages namely the “spirit of
tranquility” in Arabic, the “indwelling feminine face of
divinity” in Hebrew, and the “River of Mists” in Nisga’s
Peoples language. Skeena’s mother raises her according to the
values and qualities represented in her forename. But Skeena
devastates all of her mother’s efforts to transform her into an
ideal patriarchal figure. Skeena is self-aware, insightful,
rational and empathetic to other women’s experiences of
violence. She is cognizant of the fact that social biases are
anathema to progression and strives to rise above them.
Skeena is, in fact, the “wild elephant” threatening to trample
the socially constructed patriarchal values which are
promoted by her family. However, Rafique deliberately
avoids turning her protagonist into a feminist revolutionary.
The author keeps her writing realistic by showing Skeena
being forced to surrender to familial pressure and married off
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against her will to her Canadian groom, a doctor named
Ihtesham.

The next chapter of Skeena’s life comprises her nine-year
marriage marked by domestic violence. Thtesham basically
relegates her to the position of a servant in their home.
Moreover, he uses her to give vent to his sadistic nature.
Skeena’s mother-in-law is characterized as a “foul-mouthed,
mean, selfish, and ruthless woman” (129). She too is a
patriarchal subject who maintains her dominant status in the
household by allowing her son to be physically abusive to his
spouse. “Mumie Jee” deliberately creates conflict between the
married couple by accusing Skeena of having illicit relations
with one of their male acquaintances. However, she ignores
her son maintaining extramarital affairs with other women.
The dynamics within Thtesham’s family show that patriarchy
constitutes both men and women who always associate
themselves with different forms of violence to maintain
control over others. Rafique also delves into the psyche of the
victim of domestic violence. Despite witnessing violence
throughout her young life, Skeena has never been a direct
recipient of it until her marriage to Ihtesham. Moreover, her
being an immigrant in Canada adds to her sense of detachment
and passive stance towards violence. But once she manages to
escape her marital home and reach a women’s shelter, her
association with other battered women instills a sense of
independence in her. She leaves behind her elitist notions such
as viewing any form of help from women rescue centers as
charity, and despising menial jobs. With this broadened
perspective Skeena relocates to Surrey, British Columbia.

The last chapter of this book focusses on Skeena’s
reversal to her quest for transcendence which involves her
struggle to dissociate from the numerous social identities
imposed on her. Living in Surrey as a divorced woman,
Skeena comes across new people who pose a new set of
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challenges to her. She is forced to endure a dead-end job. Her
boyfriend named Igbal Singh comes off as emotionally
abusive in his attempts to dissuade her from living an
independent life. Moreover, she faces the brunt of racism
when news of ‘twin towers destruction by Muslim terrorists’
hits the global media. Skeena is shunned by her close friends.
She is put under police surveillance based on the past facts of
her attending political meetings with Ruffo in Lahore as well
as her persistent interest in female political reactionaries.
However, this “house arrest” has a different outcome than her
last two. The novel ends with Skeena escaping from her
apartment by jumping off the balcony with the notion in her
mind “I have no history, I have no biography, I have no name”
(206). The last chapter entitled “Teasing the Awake” thus
shows Skeena facing hardships in her new environment but
finally daring to take the first step in challenging patriarchal
ideology. Skeena realizes that her social identification as an
educated Muslim woman makes her the target of criticism and
violence. Despite losing every relationship to different forms
of violence, Skeena tries to disentangle herself from fear and
oppression forced upon her by her biological, racial and socio-
cultural history. Skeena thus ends on a positive note.

Skeena can be viewed as Rafique’s detailed description of
patriarchy and the manner in which it operates in society. The
author successfully captures those nuances of violence
undergone by Third World women which are often
overlooked within the stream of feminism. Rafique puts forth
various feminist realizations through Skeena’s perspective
such as “it is difficult to fight for human rights when they are
usurped by divinity” (182). Passive existence is viewed as
woman’s sole means to escape from violence. Indeed the fear
of evoking the wrath of society forces most women to accept
their own oppression. Moreover, most victims of violence are
not able to cultivate the feeling of tolerance in their treatment
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of others. For instance, Skeena befriends a lesbian couple
named Maggie who is a Jew, and Joyni, a Christian, in Surrey.
But these differences that set them apart from social norms as
well as from each other do not deter them from judging
Skeena as their enemy after the terrorist attacks on America.
Skeena is forced to battle the ideologies that hold men as being
superior to women. Her brother, her husband Ihtesham, and
her boyfriend Igbal Singh (Gamu’s new persona to escape his
past as a murderer) are all staunch followers of patriarchal
ideology. Several scenes in the novel, in fact, shed light on the
position of Third World woman caught between the dogmas of
her ethnicity and biology. The novel makes it clear that the
boom in technology and the rise of global media has not been
successful in broadening the socio-cultural perspective.
Instead these innovations are leading to an increase in
insularity and violence within society. The novel presents a
well-informed view of the way contemporary socio-political
events have impacted women. Skeena’s interaction with
women belonging to different ethnicities reflects the
conflicting views that have arisen between Western feminist
theory and Third World feminism. For instance, there is a
sense of impatience, lack of understanding, disdain, and
frustration within the Canadian White women over Skeena’s
failure to pull herself away from her cultural ties.
Nevertheless, Rafique displays her authorial skills by
managing to circumvent her fictional work turning into a
sermon about feminism. Hence Rafique has been successful
in uniting various contemporary topics of interests and
presenting them in the form of an expansive, emotive, well-
paced and realistic fictional text entitled Skeena.
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Book: The Alchemist Reviewed by:
Author: Paulo Coelho de Souza Nishtha Goyal
Pages: 172 Class: B.Sc. = III (Medical)
Publisher: Harper Collins

“Dreams have a price but not living your dreams also
has a price.”

Paulo Coelho de Souza, best known for his novel The
Alchemist wanted to become a writer since his childhood. But
being the son of logical and reasonable engineer father, led to
his parents committing him to a mental institution from which
he ran thrice before being released at the age of 20. His
introversion and opposition to follow the traditional path laid
down by his father was the reason of his struggle. But being
the deep thinking and understanding soul, he could realize that
his parents did not want to hurt him but they didn’t know what
to do. With much efforts and battles he wrote down his first,
second, third and rest of the novels but met with utter failure.
And then came the most awaited success with the release of
The Alchemist — a novel that touched millions of hearts and
that must have encouraged in my view, a large number of
unsatisfied souls to fulfill their dreams against all the pain and
suffering caused by the people around.

Well to start with, story revolves around a shepherd
named Santiago, who became shepherd not by any obligation
but by a choice to fulfill his dream of travelling the world
which in his community only shepherds can afford to do. He
goes in a town one day to sell some of his flock and encounters
a tramp king and a gypsy woman who urge him to follow his
omens and leave the world he knows. They were actually
pointing on a recurring dream he had while sleeping in a
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ruined church about a treasure located near the pyramids. Well
the dilemma arises as in order to reach there, he had to give up
all of his flocks and begin a journey towards something that he
had seen just in his dreams, somewhere with no authentication
and no proof, to achieve something that he didn’t even know if
truly exists, a journey that none had done before and that too
alone.

This is the point where the novel touched me. I have
wanted to become a teacher since my childhood. However, as
I grew, everyone in my family started dreaming of making me
a doctor because of my good academic result. I tried for
entrance and failed; dropped one year again sat for the exam
and failed again which left me broken and shattered. Dropped
again, took admission in B.Sc. course just to shut the mouths
asking me to do something else, started preparing for the
entrance again, filled form third time and just a month before
my entrance I realized something that I have ignored for past
five years. My younger brother told me that he understands
things much better when I explain compared to times when
someone else does. With an utter innocence he said you are a
great teacher didi.

But opting for being a teacher after failing medical
entrance exam is seen as only available alternative by the
society. [ was standing at same point like Santiago where for
others I was going pathless, completely depending on destiny
but actually I was for the first time moving on a path chosen by
me. I went on the hunt of fulfilling my only childhood dream.

I truly feel connected to story when it says, “Don’t let
your failures put you off from chasing your dreams.”

The old man who meets Santiago in the town square tells
him, “Don’t believe the biggest lie that you cannot control
your destiny. You can but you must read the omens — the
signs world offers to push you towards your dreams.
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‘World can be read like a book but you will never be able to
understand it if you have closed existence and
unwillingness to risk anything.”

After this, book goes on smoothly, connecting different
parts; every scene explained appears like a movie running in
front of your eyes. To book lovers, book may appear too
simple to be amazed. I too at a point, found some of the plots to
be lousy but others were well woven to keep me hooked
throughout the end. But Santiago meeting with real alchemist
breaks the continuity once since his character was not well
explained. Moreover, all other characters except the
protagonist are like a mystery. They just appear in the plot,
help the boy and are never seen or talked about again. The
reason for their help towards Santiago remains unclear.

In the end, I leave everything to your imagination. But
yes, unlike most self help books telling you 5, 7 or 11 ways to
be successful, this one pulls us along a story of failures to the
path of success. It is not about the well settled, satisfied
people, but about constant failing and relentless efforts paving
away towards the goal.

The book connects very well to the mental state of
today’s generation where comforts and convenience are at
their peak but relief, rest and repletion are at the lowest, where
inner voices go unheard and we don’t even realize what we
truly want. Dreams have become like a mirage, you see them
one night and forget the other day. Be attentive, otherwise as
Coelho said, “Every blessing ignored becomes a curse.”

e ke ke ke ok

Book: Wuthering Heights Reviewed by:
Author: Emily Bronté Deutie Singh
Publisher: Penguin Class: B.A, I1

Pages: 353

Reading Wuthering Heights was like an emotional roller
coaster ride, an experience i would never forget. I was in a
different world till I ended the novel, filled with so many
emotions that it was difficult to pin point a dominating one.

Initially published in 1847, Emily Bronté's Wuthering
Heights is mentioned in other literary works. It is the ultimate
romance novel, one that is referred to in other people's
writings too.

The story of Wuthering Heights confuses you when read
for the first time, as it is told through flashbacks recorded in
diary entries and also as it is told from a third person's
perspective. It is primarily a love story of a ‘villain’. In my
opinion it is not just a love story. It is a full on dramatic work
consisting of dark themes, brutal hatred and ruthless revenge.

The plot revolves around Heathcliff and the love of his life
Catherine Earnshaw. Heathcliff is an orphan adopted by
Catherine's father making him the direct object of hatred for
Catherine's brother Hindley. This hatred is seen in full swing
after the demise of Mr. Earnshaw. On the other hand
Heathcliff and Catherine fall hard for each other with time.
But Catherine chooses Edgar Linton for marriage only to have
a good status among the society. Heathcliff then thinks that his
love is unrequited and leaves town. He later returns after some
years as a very wealthy man and plans revenge against those
who wronged him.

Emily Bronté did an exceptional while creating the
characters. All the characters had different wvalues,
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behavioural aspects and thought processes. But none of them
were likable. This may be the only novel where not even a
single character was pure. But all of them embrace their flaws
with utter grace. It is a novel that reflects human flaws in a
literary manner.

People generally end up loathing Heathcliff and
Catherine. But in my opinion a love like theirs hardly exists.
Heathcliff maybe a ruthless villain for others but when it came
to Catherine he was always on his knees. His cruelty had no
bounds because his love was too deep. One ends up either
hating him or pitying him. Catherine on the other hand comes
across as a shallow woman who is exceedingly cunning, butin
reality she reflects a woman's place in the society and the
choices she has to make to stay respectful in other's eyes. For
me, she was the most unfortunate character in the novel as the
man she loved more than even herself never actually knew of
her love for him.

Bronté put everything she had in her while writing this
novel. The part where Catherine dies and Heathcliff begs her
soul to never leave him is a part which sends chills down your
spine and chokes your throat. With time into reading the story
you start connecting with the characters. This is Emily
Bronté's darkest work in my opinion. It displays her passion of
writing to another level.

I would say that Wuthering Heights can either be too
appalling for you or entirely make you fall in love with it, there
isno in between.

ok ok ok ok

Book: A Thousand Splendid Suns
Author: Khaled Hosseini
Publisher: River Head Books
Pages: 402 Pages

Reviewed by:
Bhavisha Jain
Class: B.Sc. Medical-1

“One could not count the moons that shimmer on her roofs or
thousand splendid suns and hide behind her walls” (Page172)

A Thousand Splendid Suns is a well-known book by
Khaled Hosseni.

Hosseni is popular for writing fiction based on war of
Afghanistan. This story takes place between the years of
1960-2005 drawing major references to actual events that
took place in Afghanistan during that timeline. There is so
much more to the book other than heart-breaking events.

Now let’s have look at the major highlights of the book.
The story revolves around Mariam, an illegitimate child of
Jalil, alocal businessman of Town Herat.

From her mother to everyone she knows constantly
reminds of the fact that she wasn’t supposed to be born she
was a mistake Mariam does not understand this and in her
childhood she dream of going to school overall Mariam seeks
isto be accepted.

“She Never Learns To Stand Up For Herself Or Fight For
Her Freedom”

A society has no chance of success if its women are
uneducated. Another major character is Laila whose father
was a modern man. He encouraged her to take a stand for
educating herself.

He calls Laila women that Afghanistan will need because
she is brave and kind

Laila’s story explores a lot of taboos such as premarital sex
and indifference towards girl child in the family what truly
amazing about Hossieni’s writings the depiction of war and its
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effect of character

It is both drama and some truth that reader’s need that is
why truly makes it a page turner

“Yet Love Can Move People To AVT In Unexpected Way
And Move Them To Overcome The Most Daunting Obstacle
With Startling Heroism” (Back Cover)

The book explores Laila and Mariam’s relative and their
courage to stay strong in an unfair world. It sends out the
message that even when life seems unkind, love and
compassion do miracles and when we sacrifice it feels like a
choice.....adecision.

A Thousand Splendid Suns is indeed a splendid read filled
heart-wrenching emotion.

ook kok

Book: The Diary of a Young Girl Reviewed by:
Author: Anne Frank Komaldeep Kaur
Pages: 427 Class: B.A. 11
Publisher: Penguin Books

The Diary of a Young Girl, an autobiography of a thirteen
year old girl, is the best book I have ever read. She is a Jewish
girl and she gets a diary as a gift in her thirteenth birthday and
from that day she thought of writing about her daily life in the
form of diary entries as she didn't have any such friend with
whom she could share the secrets of her life.

She started every diary entry with "Hello Kitty" i.e. she
had named her diary "Kitty". In her diary she brings about the
worst situation in Amsterdam, where the Jews were treated
very badly by the Nazis, who were lead by Hitler. These Jews
where taken to concentration camps where forced to work as
labourers and were maltreated. Anne also belonged to a
Jewish family so in order to escape from going into
concentration camps, her family decided to go into hiding
where they were later joined by MR. and Mrs. Daan and their
fifteen year old son with whom Anne later on fell in love with,
and Mr. Dussel whom she disliked a lot but had to share a
room with. Anne gave the name of "Secret Annex" to this
hiding. All the residents of the "Secret Annex" had hatred for
each other [Mrs. Van Daan and Anne's mother hated each
other ] but they tried to live as normally as possible, although
they had a constant fear that their hiding place would one day
be discovered. On Anne's fourteenth birthday her father wrote
an encouraging poem for her and rest of the people in the
"Secret Annex" gave her small presents. Anne had a great love
for her father. It seemed like her father was her inspiration.

In this book Anne presents the helpless condition of the
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Jews who were forced to walk into the concentration camps as
per the orders of Hitler and were treated very badly. The
readers at one point start crying after reading the harsh
conditions in which Jews had to live.

Anne was full of life though the conditions in which she
and her family had to live were very substandard. She was a
talkative person. She had keen interest to know everything
telling us that she was always curious.

In the end the day came when people residing in the
"Secret Annex" were captured in August, 1944 and were sent
to death camp in Holland. Later Anne and most of the others
were shipped to Poland. Anne and her sisters died in March,
1945 because of typhus. Otto Frank was the only one who was
able to survive the Nazi death camps. He returned to
Amsterdam and was given shelter by one of his employees
who handed him Anne's diary. In 1947, Anne's diary was
published by Otto in its original Dutch as Diary of a Young
Girl which became an instant best seller.

The "Secret Annex" has now been turned into a museum
and one can see the belongings of the people in hiding as it is. I
recommend this book to everyone who has keen interest in
reading. This is the best book I have ever read and it has
touched my heart and has made a deep impact.
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Book: Sapiens: A Brief History of Reviewed by:
Mankind Ishita Gupta
Author: Yuval Noah Harari Class: B.Com. II
Pages: 443

A Bill Gates recommendation: Sapiens: A Brief History of
Humankind by Yuval Noah Harari is a brilliant, thought-
provoking adventurous voyage of human history, painting
enormous scenarios across time. Ten thousand years ago, at
least six human species inhabited the earth. Today there is just
one: Us - the Homo sapiens.

How did it happen? How did we win the battle of
dominance? How did we evolve? How did we create cities?
How economy came into form? How did we come to believe
in Gods? How did we begin to read? Money, capitalism- how
did everything come into form?

The book answers it all. Dr. Harari goes on to retell the
history of our species from a completely fresh perspective. He
takes the reader on a journey back in time, where the very first
species evolved to today's modern ‘Homo Sapien’, it
enlightens us with the idea of Agricultural, scientific, and
cognitive revolutions. In a devastating unfolding of history
through what we call as finance, evolution, science, economy;,
biology, anthropology, the author explores the existence of
human societies and the varied causes of the unpredictable
human behaviour. He explains money to be the most
pluralistic system of mutual trust ever devised and that
capitalism the most successful religion ever invented. Bold,
wide, ranging, diverse and versatile, sapiens challenges our
own beliefs, powers, misconceptions, actions, and our future

thereafter.
ki
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Book: Happiness Express- A Reviewed by:
Journey to Everyday Wellbeing Huspreet Kaur
Author: Khurshed Batliwala & Class: B.com II
Dinesh Ghodke

Publisher: Westland

Pages: 344

It is a book written by Khurshed Batliwala and Dinesh
Ghodke. It was recommended to me by one of my best friends.
In this book, we get to know how to be happy in difficult
situations and be calm. We get to know about our brain, eating
habits, exercises, many other learning techniques through
which our brain can become strong. How a person can stay
away from procrastination and be focused on work by doing
mind mapping. It is a book of about 300 pages. It is written by
the mentors of the Art of Living courses. And the most
important thing to note is that it motivates us to do meditation
and keep our mind relaxed. A few types of exercises are also
discussed and it is told that a person should not only focus on
its mental development but also on physical health.

We get to know the way our brains work as well as the
amount of rest we need between studying. It is mandatory to
have a seven to eight hour sleep daily otherwise it will have an
adverse effect on our health. What is healthy and unhealthy is
vastly discussed in the ‘Food Chapter’ of the book. A detailed
chapter named ‘Memory’ is given there. Funny facts are also
written between the chapters. Initially I thought it would be a
boring book, instructing us on what to do and what not to do,
but i was wrong, it is damn interesting. In fact, we get to know
about our body, our brain etc. The last chapter of the book is
"Happiness Sutras". We all are running in our lives to find
happiness in some sorts of materialistic things. When we find
one of them, we move onto another thing again searching for

o 42 o

happiness. But happiness lies within us only. There are days
when we get up in the morning and feel very good, and when
someone asks the reason for our happiness we just say that we
do not know. Remember that to be happy we do not need a
reason.

I'will definitely recommend this book to all my friends and
I hope more and more of my friends read this and their
thinking about life and way of living it changes.
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Book: The Diary of a Young Girl Reviewed by:
Editor: Otto H. Frank Samar Singh Sohi
Pages: 427 Class: BA. 11
Publisher: Penguin Books

The Diary of a Young Girlis the published rendering of the
real diary of a Jewish Girl named Anne Frank. She lived in
Netherlands during the Second World War which was the time
of Dutch invasion by Germany. She was staying there with
family. The Franks, along with many other Jews, had to go in
hiding as the Germans were adamant about persecuting the
Jews. The initial writings of the Diary mention the edifice of
the invasion by the Germans. After the Frank family's hideout,
the book attains a kindred tone. The book is not solely about
the day to day life but the destitution of the Jews at the hands of
the Nazis. It makes us comprehend the value of human rights
and ethics as well as the barbarity of the Nazis. The dairy ends
on an unexpected note as the Franks are arrested and this
leaves the reader in a state of hysteria. The epilogue provides
us with the cue about the ultimate fate of Anne Frank. In a
nutshell, the Diary is both a narration of Anne Frank's life and
the culmination of the emotional, ethical social and moral
conundrum that confuses the reader. I would undoubtedly
recommend this text for all its emotional and socio cultural
gimmicks.

Fokkok K

Book: Life is What You Make It Reviewed by:
Author: Preeti Shenoy Harleen Kaur Saini
Pages: 209 Class: B. Com. 11

About the Writer-Preeti Shenoy is an Indian author. She
has been consistently nominated for the Forbes list of the 100
most influential celebrities in India since 2013.

Life is what you make it is a novel written by Preeti
Shenoy. It is about a girl Ankita Sharma, who is the main
character of this book. She is a sweet, attractive and smart girl
born in a middle class family. The story begins simply as
Ankita starts going to college and starts enjoying her college
life. Then, she meets a boy named Abhi during the inter-
collegiate event. Soon they become friends and everything
goes fine. But later in this novel Ankita wants to move to the
big city for better college and education but Abhi wants her to
stay in the same city for the sake of their relationship. But,
Ankita decides to move on and starts enjoying her life in the
big city with her family. Everything goes well until one day
Ankita's parents find love letters to Ankita written by Abhi.
Her family burns the letters of Abhi. Then things start to
change. Ankita does not want to go to college. Her parents
take her to psychiatrists to try and solve the problem. Then last
they take her to one of the finest doctor's where Ankita finds
that they are actually willing to listen to her and understand the
situation she is in. At the end Ankita gets back to normal and
she understands the value of life and every little thing that
matters.

The novel is very straightforward but worth reading. It
discusses about the little known but widespread problem-bi
polar disorder. It is a mental infliction which is characterized
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by extreme mood swings. The novel creates awareness about
this mental problem and makes an attempt to enlighten people
about the mental illness and that it can be cured. This book
tells beautifully about the college life, college events,
friendship, love, parenthood and every other factor.
According to me who people wants to start reading books
should definitely read this book as the language is simple and
story is easy to understand. The author surely impresses the
readers with the amazing way of storytelling.

Hokkkk

Book: Lord of the Flies Reviewed by:
Author: William Golding Sakshi Sharma
Publisher: Faber and Faber Lecturer (English)

Number of Pages: 192

Lord of the Flies is a fictional novel written by William
Golding. It was published in September 17, 1954 by Faber and
Faber publication. The number of pages of this novel is 192.
This novel was initially criticized but layer admired by all.
The basis of the novel is apparent through its careful
structuration. Each of its chapter is complete in itself. Golding
has given metaphoric shading to his character which made it
into a commercial success. This novel is not only an adventure
story but a gripping one too. The reader starts to frame
himself/herself on their favourite characters. We read it almost
breathlessly even though its flaming paraphrase of natural
surroundings. It shows us the reality of life.

The novel is divided into twelve chapters where humanity
is shown to change with the passage of time. It starts with a
group of boys who are marooned on an uninhabited island.
Golding describes the way these boys spend their lives alone.
The main characters of the novel are Jack Ralph, Piggy,
Simon, Robert, Sam, Eric, Littluns etc. Both Ralph and Jack
play vital role. When the story begins we find the way these
boys have remained friendly with each other since their
childhood. The first chapter describes only their arrival and
their coming to know about the wonderful island where they
landed after the plane crash.

They all are alone without any adult supervision. Ralph
and Piggy are together and they both find a conch shell near
the beach. The conch shell is a token of authority; whenever
anyone wants others to assemble; he just needs to blow it and
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all the boys gather. Jack Meridew- an aggressive boy- plays a
negative role in the novel. The other boy Simon is on an
expedition to explore the island. He is a Christ-like figure is
the novel. Initially, all the boys promise each other to be
disciplined and punctual towards their duty. However, they
eventually shed their civilized behaviour and become brutal
and begin acting like primitive savages. Only Ralph, Piggy
and Simon remain civilized till the end.

There is also the use of symbolism in the novel such as
conch shell, fire on the mountain, pig, spectacles etc. These
symbolize freedom and liberty with the help of which the boys
are successful in getting rescued. Pig is the symbol of evil
spirit in man - the way a human can become brutal and
vindictive through negative thoughts in one's mind.

The boys are victims of wartime, air disaster, savagery etc.
Lord of the Flies is the end of innocence and the entry of
darkness in man's heart. The novel is beautifully structured by
Golding for it shows both the positive and negative aspects of
human life. The period of boys' desertion on and rescue from
the island change their whole life. Brutality is condemned
through greatness and kindness. When the promise among
them breaks, their life on the island becomes hellish.

The novel depicts that nobody is good and evil from their
birth; a person's circumstances make him kind or brutal. We
all have positive as well as negative aspects within ourselves
but it is our own will that directs us where to go. We also see
the way power makes men blind, even children comes under
its effect. In our life also if we live in the absence of any
supervision then we start lacking cautiousness. For instance,
we all behave wisely under some restrictions but when we get
any kind of freedom we ecasily get distracted. It shows us the
origin of evil within human species, the inherent presence of
evil within civilized man and the inevitable connection
between evil and individual’s will. Here we all realize the
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reality of humanity which is at the verge of extinction. The
novel emphasizes on the emotions of humanity and cruelty.
This novel imparts the idea that circumstances can change a
man. We all live within the norms of society and follow the
rules and regulations prescribed by our society.

But when we get some opportunity we don’t display any
patience and immediately change according to the situation.
The structure of the novel is chronicle. The manner in which
they instantly initiate their journey sparkles with affection
care and freshness but is also entangled in selfishness. They all
eventually become vindictive towards one another. The
novelist says that proper supervision is needed for a child to
become aresponsible adult.
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Book: Object Oriented
Programming with C++

By E Balagurusamy

Publishing house: Tata McGraw-
Hill Publishing Company Limited

Reviewed by:
Dr. Monika Pathak,
Assistant Professor,
(Computer Science)

Object Oriented Programming is a programming
language technique organized around data and its attributes.
The book deals with every aspects of object oriented
programming with C++. The author’s interest in this book is to
provide the fundamental and advance techniques of object
oriented programming using C++. Each and every concept is
explained in detail with examples so that one can understand
very clearly without any confusion. It is very easy to read and
understand. The whole book is divided into seventeen
chapters and eight appendixes. The following are the
highlights of the book.

The first chapter discovers the theoretical knowledge of
basic concepts of oops like characteristic, advantages and
disadvantages of object oriented programming. A comparison
of oops with procedural programming approach is also
explained with suitable examples. Author explained object
oriented concepts very clearly like classes, objects,
inheritance, polymorphism, encapsulation, data abstraction
etc. The beauty of the book is that auther tried to relate oops
concepts with real world entities. At the end of this chapter,
applications of oops are elaborated. The author ends each
chapter with summary and questions for mental exercise. In
the next chapter, author explains the C++ programming
concepts with suitable examples. Most of the basic concepts
like variable, expression, data types, arrays, structures and
function are similar in logic and syntax of c-language. He
discusses the structure of C++ program in detail. It is easy to
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learn these concepts if you are familiar with ¢ language. But
author design the book in such a way even a layman can
understand these concepts. In the third chapter, author covers
the data types, operators, and expressions along with their
types. Control structures also explained in this chapter. The
contents for the topic found to be up to the marks and no
previous study is required to learn covered topic. Author
covered functions in the fourth chapter. The function with
C++ 1is specifically covered detailed functionality of the
functions. The new concept call by reference is also discussed
with suitable example. Some of the advance topics like default
functions, inline functions, const functions, function
overloading, friend and virtual functions are covered in detail.

The concepts related to classes and objects are explained
in fifth chapter. Earlier, the brief introduction of classes and
objects is given in the first chapter. Friend function along with
its merits and demerits are also discussed. The concepts of
nested functions, arrays within classes, memory allocation,
static members, friend function and use of pointer in classes
are broadly covered. Each and every concept is illustrated
with suitable examples. The author provides a lot of exercise
to get good hand on these topics. He assumes that these topics
are most important to learn C++.

The author covers constructors and destructors in sixth
chapter. The constructors and destructors are beautiful
concept used for creation and deletion of object in C++. The
classification of constructors with characteristics is
elaborated with practical examples. The concept of dynamic
constructor is explained in detail which is generally not
covered in depth by other books. The concept of destructor is
demonstrated at the end of this chapter. The chapter eighth
covers the concept of inheritance. Author beautifully
differentiates the private, public and protected mode with
suitable examples. The author also explains how the concept
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of polymorphism is implementation in C++ using default
function and virtual functions. He explains how const
function can be used to fix the values of instance variables.
The concept of function overloading is extensively covered in
this book. The Object Oriented Programming provide concept
of generic programming. It means you may have a program
that can work according to input values and its working varies
if input values changed. These are very advanced topics and
author also touched these concepts. The fundamental base of
generic function and generic classes are explained. The
advance topic like exception handing is covered in the
thirteenth chapter. The exception handling mechanism is
explained with try, catch and throws constructs. The concept
of re-throw is also elaborated in this chapter. The appendixes
are also added at the end of the book as reference help for
programming. These appendixes cover definition of basic
terms, keywords, inbuilt function, glossary, etc.

This book is a reference book that can serve a very good
means for learner. Overall the book is very good and language
of the book is simple and interesting. The price of the book is
also very reasonable. The book covered not only theoretical
aspect of the subject but also cover practical aspects. I find this
book good for student of college level as well as student at
university level. The author provides very good examples and
appropriate explanations. There are certain area where I feel
need more emphasis like template and file handling. These
two topic need to be more in depth with simpler example. I
appreciate the contribution of the author to provide a
comprehensive collection on most demanding subject.
Overall I found this book is up to the mark and written in a
systematic way.
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Book: Research Methodology:
Methods And Techniques

By C.r. Kothari And Gaurav Garg
Publishing House: New Age
International (p) Ltd., Publishers

Reviewed by:

Dr. Sukhdev Singh
Assistant Professor,
(Computer Science)

The present book review analyze the book on Research
Methodology: Methods and Techniques by C.R Kothari and
Gaurav Garg. This book brings out simplified theoretical and
technical matter on complex topics of research methodology.
Research is considered as an integral part of education.
However, it is no more limited to higher education, Today
much of the research initiates from school level. These days,
the research is a multi-dimensional and inter discipline
subject, most of the time researchers ignore theoretical
conceptualization and conduct research in self-style manner.
Such research is infertile and serves no significant purpose.
This book is so designed to meet requirements of students,
research scholars, and research guides. It may be considered
as research reference manual. The book is intelligently
arranged into 14 chapters to express its ingredient into lucid
manner.

Chapter 1 “Research Methodology: An Introduction” lays
the groundwork by defining meaning and objective of
research along with specifying various types of research. The
research process is elaborated in a coherent manner. Present
context of the research in India is also discussed in detail. This
chapter serves the purpose of introduction about the research
and its meaning in present context. Social economic problems
of research are emphasized at the end of the chapter. Chapter 2
“Defining the Research Problem” is devoted to understanding
the nature of the research problems. Defining research
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problem is the first and foremost step in the research. It has
great importance as rest of the research methodology depends
on it. Various technical composition of defining research
problem is illustrated with suitable instances. Chapter 3
“Research Design” focusses on development of good research
design. The features of good research design along with
appropriate elaboration are discussed in detail. Hence, these
features help to understand what is expected from a research
design. The authors elucidate different research designs with
practical examples. The various principles of experimental
design are special attraction in this chapter. Chapter 4
“Sampling Design” attracts attention of readers towards most
sophisticated and significant features of the research. The
sampling is an art which require good knowledge in the
research undertaken. The mathematical ground for
computation of sample size along with various sampling
methods is discussed in lucid manner. Chapter 5
“Measurement and Scaling Techniques” devotes on various
scale and measurement techniques. Various kinds of error and
their handling are elaborated in detail. Here, chapter 6
“Methods of Data Collection” elaborates data collection
techniques. The major emphasis in the chapter is on primary
data collection. The data collection methods are explained in
laymen terms. Various guidelines are also mention to refer
secondary data in research. In chapter 7 “Processing and
Analysis of Data”, data analysis statistical method are
discussed with appropriate examples. Chapter 8 “Sampling
Fundamentals” deals with sampling methods and elaborate
need of sampling. The concept of standard error and
estimation of pollution is discussed in detail. Various
examples are coated from social science .Chapter 9 “Testing
of Hypotheses-I (Parametric or Standard Tests of
Hypotheses)” explores most interesting technique in research.
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Development of hypothesis and its testing has been described
in such a way that even laymen can easy understand. Various
types and forms of hypothesis are explained with suitable
examples. Formulation of hypothesis explains in the light of
various types of pollution. At the end, limitations of
hypothesis testing is elaborated to guide the research for better
estimation. Chapter 10 and chapter 11 covered various
statistical tools. The statistical analysis is an important
activity which has to be done with a lot of care. This book is a
very good guide to understand various statistical tools.
Authors have discussed various statistical tools with their
basic formulations and elaborate with suitable examples. The
analysis of variance and covariance are explained in detail.
Similar to chapter 9, chapter 12 also explains hypotheses
testing for Nonparametric or Distribution-free Tests.
Relationship between Spearman’s r’s and Kendall’s W is an
important high light in the chapter. Chapter 13 “Multivariate
Analysis Techniques” covers Multivariate analysis
techniques along with various applications. Chapter 14
“Interpretation and Report writing” focusses on report
writing. Authors emphasized the research reporting
significance with suitable examples. Various types of report
are discussed in this chapter. Chapter 15 “The Computer: It’s
Role in Research” explains role of information technology in
research. Authors stressed on knowledge of computer and
information technology to conduct better research. Few basic
are also discussed in the chapter which helps to understand
importance of computer in research.

The concepts of this book includes more towards social
sciences but can widely be used all kind of research. This book
is written on dual approach, first is to emphasize on theoretical
concepts the second is to elaborate technical formulation
through fully solved examples. Various techniques are
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presented in a lucid manner. The research need to pay due
attention to designing adhering to theoretical and practical
concepts. In conclusion, this book is best for a fresher who
wants to understand basics of research and wish to test few
statically tool. This book can further be improved with use of
statistical tools such as SPSS and SAS in the examples. Few
tips may be discussed about conduct of statistical tool in SPSS
which can prove to be helpful for the student. Further more,
complete project analysis can also be included. It may include
problem definition, formulation of questionnaire and
implementation of some statistics.
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Book: Book: You are the Best Wife Reviewed by:
Author: Ajay K. Pandey Divya Bhatia
Pages: 240 Class: B.COM -II

The main characters of the novel are Ajay and Bhavna. In
the beginning of the story, the love was from one side i.e. from
the Ajay’s side. Later on in the story they were happily married
couple. They both belong to different caste. Ajay believes in
living for himself; Bhavna teaches him to live for others. Ajay
believes that he never gets a thing which he used to wish. He
wanted to do IIT but he got admission in [ERT because of his
low grades. It is a story of two people with contradictory
ideologies who fall in love later on. It changes them and their
life too. It changes the way they look at the world and the way
the world looks at them. In the beginning of the story Ajay
always want to express his love for Bhavna but he always
failed because he did not want to lose Bhavna’s friendship.
One day he did with all courage but she refuses by saying that
she loves him but she did not want any relationship in the
beginning of the life. She wanted to be settled everything then
they will marry each other with their parents consent. After
completing their degree and getting the job they were happily
married. After happily completing 10 years they were
deciding to have a baby but this could not happen. On the same
day, Bhavna got ill. She was suffering from very high fever.
Next day, she got admitted to a private hospital. From the
reports it was clear that Bhavna was suffering from ‘Dengue
Hemorrhagic fever’. After getting so many days of treatment
she did not recover. After few days she died. Ajay had lost
everything in his life. He speaks of his love, his struggle to get
married life. He speaks of the shock, the pain, the loss too of
losing a loved one. In the end of the story Ajay said, “YOU
ARE THE BEST WIFE, Bhavna”. You completed me in all
the aspect. The story had a sad ending by the death of Bhavna.
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Book: Bring Me Back Reviewed by:

Author: B. A. Paris Simran Kataria
Publisher: HQ. BBA-II
335 pages

B.A. Paris is the internationally bestselling author of
Behind Closed Doors and The Breakdown. Having sold over
one million copies in the UK alone, she is a New York Times
bestseller as well as a number one bestseller on Amazon and
iBooks. Her books have sold in 37 territories around the
world. She and her husband have five daughters and after
living in France for many years, recently moved back to
England.

From the title of the book Bring me Back, it suggests that
someone is lost to disappearance and could possibly be alive
for they are saying "Bring me back"

The advertising or title of the book is misleading to
somebody who has lost their loved ones to disappearance in
real life. This book is to be read with an open mind for the
conclusion is not logical and very much towards the logic of
Indian soap opera. The book is solely written from the point of
view of giving it twists and turns and not actually adding any
logic to the story.

It is suitable for a beginner to read this book of the thriller
genre and someone who enjoys Indian daily soap operas.

I, as a reader, do not agree with the author's point of view
for the title was misleading and I know somebody who is a
"Missing person" from my short list of acquaintances.

The story revolves around Finn, the protagonist and
narrator for most part of the book in the format of 'Now' and
'Before' with every alternative chapter where 'now' pertains to
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'12 years later' and 'before' meaning '12 years before' The
author skips an index so a bookmark will be handy.

The story begins with him narrating his account of his
girlfriend; Layla's disappearance. At the time of her sudden
disappearance, Finn immediately reported it to the local
police but as the pages unfold, we realise he did not quite tell
the whole truth in his statement.

12 years later, Finn is now married to Ellen; Layla's sister
and has bagged a good deal in the market by Grant James'
investment that he had been trying to get for months. Things
don't stay all hunky-dory because 12 years after Layla's
disappearance, a trail of Russian dolls, (whose story only
Finn, Ellen, Harry and Lalya know) begins to follow Finn and
Ellen. Ellen had lost her tiniest doll from her collection when
Layla and she were kids. She suspected Layla to have stolen it
all those years back. But Layla always denied to have stolen
any doll. On receiving a hauntingly similar 'missing doll' from
her childhood, Ellen is sure Layla has returned. "But has she?"
is the question that keeps the reader stuck to the book till the
end.

Finn's character is a compulsive liar who repeatedly hides
or lies complete truth from his ten years of girlfriend Ellen
especially, which accelerates the arrow of suspicion more on
him than anybody else. He worked a lot in his years and at 30,
he's rich enough to spend his life without working a day more.
He likes to invest in stocks and is always on the lookout for a
hotdeal.

Ellen, a petite sophisticated lady, black haired, dresses in
monochromatic greys and blacks and never misses her eye
makeup. The eyes seem to be the only similarity between the
two sisters. Layla, on the other hand is a naturally red haired
woman, with all splashes of color in her style of dressing,
unsophisticated and unlike any woman Finn has ever met.
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Harry is a friend of Finn and helps Finn through every
difficulty he faces. He's a single man with a cool tempo and an
example of a great friend.

The return of Layla remains a mystery till the last hundred
pages of the book before the reader guesses the ending.

My favorite part of book has to be where Finn is followed
by a trail of Russian dolls every single day and the almost
black mailing emails bearing the name of Rudolph Hill
(stranger to Finn).

The author has the reader forming suspicion on the
narrator Finn itself from the beginning pages of the book
regarding his girlfriend Layla's disappearance but towards the
end She has us sympathising and pitying the author. But like
every battle of suspicion, the criminal/betrayer is often
someone under no suspicion at all. If you love good old Indian
soap operas with mysteries leading to childish astonishment,
this book is for you.

L b k]

Book: Debriefing the President- The Reviewed by:
Interrogation of Saddam Hussein Dr Gagandeep Kaur
Author: John Nixon Assistant Professor
Publisher: Transworld Publisher, (Commerce)

Penguin Random House, London,
UK

John Nixon was a senior CIA leadership analyst who had
spent years studying one of our era’s most notorious
strongmen, the Iraqi dictator, SADDAM HUSSEIN. He was
one of the first people to interrogate Saddam Hussein
following Hussein’s December 2003 capture.

Debriefing the President is a piece by John Nixon wherein
he writes that both he and America had greatly misunderstood
just who Saddam Hussein really was. It has been based on the
questioning conduced by John Nixon's interrogation of
Saddam from December 2003 to January 2004 after his
capture by U.S. forces. The author strongly believes that the
world would not have experienced the rise and catastrophic
effect of Islamic extremism in Iraq (ISIS), had the United
States been willing to let Saddam Hussein age quietly without
any interference. The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL) grew out of Al-Qaeda after the 2003 invasion of Iraq by
U.S. forces, was formed by Sunni militants.

The book is divided into 14 chapters depicting the
experiences and ideology of Sadaam Hussein. The book
describes the situations and circumstances of one of most
aggressive manhunts in history, where US military forces
captured Iraqi president Saddam Hussein near his hometown
of Tikrit dated back in December 2003.

The author writes of the lack of good intelligence and
understanding of Iraqi politics before 2003 at hand of CIA;
ignorance of the risks of Sunni-Shia tensions that were to
engulf post-invasion Iraq and rush to war role by Bush
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administration during the invasion. The author writes about
how Saddam had largely disengaged himself from foreign
policy decision-making: he preferred to spend time on other
pursuits, such as writing novels. It does not imply that
Saddam, a ruthless dictator, was innocent of the charges that
were thrown at him over the years. However, the invasion that
took lives of many of the America’s brave young men and
women officers and wasted $3 trillion was not a worthwhile.
The damage to Iraq is irreparable and the haunted memories
and the aftermath of the bloodshed in present Iraq can not be
expressed in words.

Who is to be blamed for the political divisions, high
unemployment and the devastating wars, which have made
Iraq one of the most unstable countries in the Middle East? Is it
because of the interference in the political and personal affairs
of Iraq by countries like United States or because of the
terrorism by jihadist groups? The author forms backbone in
highlighting the most probable and obvious reasons. As in the
present situation in Iraq, the Kurds living in Iraq support
independence. They are joined by some Sunnis who want
autonomy from the Shiite-led central government. There is a
lot of unnecessary interference between the Shiite-led central
government and Sunni Arabs, which does not allow their
country to stabilize. The potential for economic development
is huge, but violence remains widespread and many Iraqis fear
continued acts of terrorism by jihadist groups.
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Book: The Kite Runner Reviewed by:
Author: - Khaled Hosseini Ishita Gupta
Pages: =372 Class: B.Com. II

“It may be unfair, but what happens in a single day can
change the course of a whole lifetime of a person.” Written
in simple English with no pretensions towards literariness, the
book takes the reader on an emotional ride - one of
uncertainties and upheavals. It is a story that will make you
feel as if everything you have, everything that you take for
granted is a luxury.

The book deals with the emotions of deep-embedded love
and loyalty, the sorrow, the grave regrets, the guilt of Amir -
the narrator. Even after becoming a successful novelist, he
carries on his shoulders the burden of a haunting past, a sin he
committed as a child, a betrayal to his best friend, the
redemption to which seems almost impossible.

Amir befriends Hassan - the son of his father's servant.
While growing up they turn into closest of friends, as good as
brothers, and like Amir looks up to his father, Hassan too looks
up to Amir. However, the summer of the Kkite-flying
competition, an incident takes place that changes their lives
forever. Their uncommon bond is torn by Amir's choice to
abandon his friend amidst the increasing social tensions of the
Afghan monarchy thus wrenching them apart. The advent of
the war in Afghanistan forces Amir and his father to leave the
country. The story turns into Amir's quest for redemption-
righting the wrongs he committed all those years ago. Finally,
Amir returns to the distant world, to try and right the past
wrongs against the only true friend he had.
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